OPEN LETTER TO MAYOR FIKE:

Dear Mayor Fike:

You have virtually struck a match and set fire to your city’s public safety. Your outrageous action in gutting Uniontown’s fire department of its dedicated professional firefighters and replacing them with volunteers is egregiously wrong on all multiple levels.

First and foremost, the people of Uniontown are being placed at risk. No offense to volunteer firefighters, but no one in America can match the skill and dedication of the professionally trained and experience-tested brothers and sisters of the IAFF.

Secondly, the decision is financially shortsighted. Uniontown’s property owners will see increases in their fire insurance rates.  Unnecessary property loss and endangering the public, will inevitably result if the City’s professionally trained first responders are not on the job.

Finally, your action is an affront to decades of good-faith bargaining carried out by municipal leaders and members of the IAFF. Your action is nothing less than a betrayal of working men and women everywhere who trust in the power and validity of collective bargaining.

Please be assured that the 100,000 plus members of the unions affiliated with the Allegheny County Labor Council in southwest Pennsylvania will stand united with our brothers and sisters of IAFF Local 955. We will not rest until this injustice has been righted.

Sincerely,

Jack Shea, President, Allegheny County Labor Council, AFL-CIO

401 Wood Street, Suite 501

Pittsburgh PA 15222

Office:
412-281-7450

Cell:
412-848-4484

